
Co-Cathedral of St. Thomas More 

Meeting of the Pastoral Council  
February 16, 2022 

Present:  Father John Cayer, Christa Calamas, Renee Reams, Jeanne O’Kon, Michele Taylor, Dasha 

Nixon, Silvia Alderman, Sue Ebbers, Paul Malley, Sue Steverson, James Smith, Brother Rahl Bunsa, 

Chaney Coggins, Mary Ballard, Cristina Paredes, A.J. Miguel.   Absent:  Eli Nortelus. 

Father John began the meeting with a prayer.  Christa Calamas opened the meeting,    

Approval of the Minutes:  The minutes from the November, 2021 meeting were approved. 

CSU Report:  A.J. Miguel said that the Spring Retreat was held last weekend in Panama City Beach 

and was well-attended.  The theme was “Divine Mercy.”  CSU students have been participating in parish 

events like the Dedication, the Red Mass, and others. CSU students have two spring trips planned. CSU 

is holding pancake breakfasts for the next two weekends to raise money for their mission trip. 

Renew and Rejoice Campaign Update:  Dasha reported that through January 31, the actual funds 

received exceed $1 million out of a $1.4 million campaign. The three-year campaign began in March 

2021.  Father John said that “thank you” cards are being sent to donors.  The Dedication was held on 

Jan. 19th and was very special with Bishop Wack and the Granda executives.  The vitality of the parish 

and the students was impressive.  Father John is very grateful to their team and to Tom Jordan and his 

group.  The parish has a new contract for the pews to be replaced in July.  About seven pews will be 

removed.  The front, back and sides will have indented pews, with space for people in wheelchairs. The 

woodwork is being done in New Holland, Pennsylvania at a cost of $306,000, including the choir area.   

STM Activities Update:  Father John reported that the parish wants to hold more frequent activities to 

gain momentum.  He also said that the Bereavement Ministry has done an excellent job, and has helped 

grieving families so much.  Renee Reams reaches out to families with encouragement, and they are very 

grateful.  Renee reported that it gives families a place to be, and the committee members find out what 

the family members need.  A number of people provided food, and that was very helpful.  Renee asked 

everyone to keep their prayers going!   

The Lenten Light Meals are starting in March.  Christa shared a schedule for everyone to review.  Parish 

ministries like CCW, CSU, RCIA, and others often host one of the meals as well.  Sue Steverson said 

that CCW is willing to do the first meal on March 4th.  The Pastoral Council will serve the meal on 

March 11.  There is a suggested donation of $5.00 per adults, and $3.00 for children.  That will offset 

expenses, or the host group can support the endeavor financially.  The parish office promotes the Light 

Meal each week.  The meal begins at 5:45 p.m. and the Stations of the Cross begin at 6:30 p.m.  There 

may be as many as 80 parishioners at the Lenten Light Meals.   

A new study on Jesus will start on “Jesus” on March 7 for ten weeks, on Monday mornings and 

Tuesday evenings.  It is a video series filmed in the Holy Land.  The information and introductory video 

are on the parish website.  



Father John announced that new ushers, Hospitality Ministers, Eucharistic Ministers, and Lectors are 

needed. Altar servers are needed for the noon Mass and the Vigil Mass.  Jeanette Edwards is the person 

to contact for the altar servers.  

Catholic Schools Update:  Trinity Catholic School has invited parents back to attend Mass with their 

children weekly.  The first middle school dance since the pandemic was held outdoors. Their large 

fundraising event is the Silent Auction on Feb. 26th.  It will be held at SJPII campus this year, and STM 

has a table.  The Trinity Musical Lion King Junior will be held on April 1-2 at Godby High School.   

SJPII Catholic High School:  Dasha stated that Catholic Schools Week was the last week in January, 

and the students participated in service projects.  One group worked with Mission 850 at Panama City.  

A golf tournament will be held on March 2nd.  The big fundraiser “A Southern Affair” will be held on 

March 26 in Southwood. Their play, Little Shop of Horrors, will be performed on April 1-3.   Feb. 17th 

is the important date for seniors to know if they have been accepted to FSU.   

Rector’s Comments:  Father John thanked everyone for their stewardship to the parish.  The presence 

of the Council members is important, and the members serve as role models to others in the parish.  

Father John read a passage about stewardship, stating that it is “making the most use of one’s gifts” to 

help fulfill the mission of the parish, with no expectation of return.  Christa also thanked Renee for 

coordinating the Lenten Light Meals and for her other work for the parish. 

Father John closed the meeting with a prayer.  

Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be on March 16th. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jeanne O’Kon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


